Top Ten Reasons to be an Engineer!

(Adapted from http://www.engineeryourlife.org)

#1 Love your Work….and Live your Life Too! 
Engineering is an exciting profession, but one of its greatest advantages is that it will leave you time for all the other things in your life that you love! 
#2 BE CREATIVE 
Engineering is a great outlet for the imagination, the perfect field for independent thinkers.

#3 Work with Great People 
Engineering takes teamwork, and you’ll work with all kinds of people inside and outside the field. Whether they’re designers or architects, doctors or entrepreneurs, you’ll be surrounded by smart, inspiring people.

#4 Solve problems, design things that matter  
Come up with solutions no one else has thought of. Make your mark on the world. 

#5 Never be Bored! 
Creative problem solving will take you into uncharted territory, and the ideas of your colleagues will expose you to different ways of thinking. Be prepared to be fascinated and to have your talents stretched in ways you never expected. 

#6 Make a BIG SALARY!  
Engineers not only earn lots of respect, but they’re highly paid. Even the starting salary for an entry-level job is impressive! $50,000 - $65,000 per year starting salaries! That’s $25-$35 per hour!
#7 Enjoy Job Flexibility 
An engineering degree offers you lots of freedom in finding your dream job. It can be a launching pad for jobs in business, design, medicine, law, and government. To employers or graduate schools, an engineering degree reflects a well-educated individual who has been taught ways of analyzing and solving problems that can lead to success in all kinds of fields. 

#8 Travel the World!!
Field work is a big part of engineering. You may end up designing a skyscraper in London or developing safe drinking-water systems in Asia. Or you may stay closer to home, working with a nearby high-tech company or a hospital. 

#9 Make a Difference 
 Everywhere you look you’ll see examples of engineering having a positive effect on everyday life. Cars are safer, sound systems deliver better acoustics, medical tests are more accurate, and computers and cell phones are a lot more fun! You’ll be giving back to your community. 

#10 Change the World 

Imagine what life would be like without pollution controls to preserve the environment, life-saving medical equipment, or low-cost building materials for fighting global poverty. All this takes engineering. In very real and concrete ways, engineers save lives, prevent disease, reduce poverty, and protect our planet. 
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Myth #1 You need to be really SMART
FALSE……but you do need to be willing to work hard.  Perseverance is a good trait to have!

Myth #2  You need to love MATH.

FALSE You need to be able to DO MATH, but you don’t need to love math.

Myth #3 You will have no free time for friends and what you enjoy doing (sports, music, reading, etc..)
FALSE….but time management is a good skill to master!

Myth #4 I can study engineering at any school I attend.

FALSE Make sure that your college choice has an ENGINEERING DEGREE program.

e.g., University of Oregon is a great school…..BUT they DON’T have an ENGINEERING program.

Myth #5 I can do a 3/2 program at ___________ (insert liberal arts school)

FALSE Yes you can but they almost never work….they often turn into 3/3 or don’t get completed.
Myth #6 I should only take High School AP Classes in Math, Science, Biology

FALSE At many Univeristies (OSU, UO, etc.) AP credit in any class (History, English, Government) can be used to fulfill general requirements and reduce your course load in college.

Myth #7 I should only take AP classes if I plan to take the test.

FALSE Any AP class will help you be better prepared for college. 
Myth #8 I need to study (biology, business, law) if I want to be a DOCTOR, LAWYER, ENTREPRENEUR

FALSE Engineering is a GREAT undergraduate degree for ANY PROFESSIONAL Career

Myth #9 Engineers are nerds that play with computers, don’t shower, and don’t have any friends.
FALSE Engineers need to be creative people- people, love to work in a team-oriented environment, and be good oral and written communicators. 

Myth #10 …..and the biggest  MYTH of all …..I will have NO FUN in college if I study ENGINEERING

FALSE ….ENGINEERS ARE FUN PEOPLE….who just happen to be able to DO MATH!!!!  

