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Student Comments

Note: Random ID’s are assigned to students within each section and have no relevance outside of that section.
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Question: Explained concepts effectively

Professor Pham was good at breaking big concepts in bite size pieces to no one (or as few as
possible) got lost along the way.

I really liked this class however sometimes | would get lost on some concepts sometimes
Honestly, one of the best math teachers I''ve ever had. He explains concepts throughout in
both an algebraic and geometric sense so that you actually understand why you''re doing

something, rather than just telling you to do it.

| felt like l understood enough to get by, but | wished that the processes and important
theorems were more clearly outlined and and pointed out.

Takes time needed to explain concepts

I never had a reoccurring problem understanding the instructor and if I did he was quick to

help and explain further.

Great Teacher. Would recommend going over the homework and teaching to the homework if
possible.

Best explanations of concepts | have ever had!

sometimes it was quite confusing. doing more problems together in class would be more
helpful than going over proofs

Professor Pham did a really good job at teaching this challenging class. Sometimes he would
run out of time at the end of class and wouldn"'t be able to show us an example of a problem
or how to solve it. This made the homework a little tricky but overall he was really good.
Question: Well organized

It would be more helpful to spend time in class on more practice problems rather than proofs.
More hand on practice rather than theory would help with learning the content and help us be

prepared for homework and tests

Everything builds on past knowledge so that harder concepts are supplemented by easier
concepts in previous units. Very well done.

Adds extra days for homework when further teaching is required

The structure of the course itself was effective, but the lectures were mostly spent explaining
the concept in very deep detail while leaving little to no time to work on actual examples,
which is what the homework was focused around. | often felt like | left the class not having the

knowledge to complete the assignments.

His tests are fair, his expectations are clear

Some concepts were not touched on in class.

Sometimes lectures jumped around and | found myself confused as to what section we were
even studying.
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very organized and structured in a way that was easy to understand

Again, | think this course''s layout and content was super effective and worked well with what
we needed to learn from Calc 3.

Question: Opportunities to get help

Professor Pham was always willing to help.

Professor Pham always took time out of class to help anybody and everybody who needed
help or was still struggling with a concept.

He doesn''t respond super fast when a need for assistance is asked, but he has regular office
hours and he will seek out students who asked for assistance in regular class time if the
opportunity allows him. He is eager to help students understand concepts and work with them
to further their education.

Takes extra time for students with questions

The instructor was always open and willing to help students who had questions and always

encouraged questions.

Sometime the class would spend a lot of time on a problem from the previous homework and
we would get behind. Maybe that person should have gone to office hours or the math lab.

| really appreciated the help that | was able to get during office hours. | think that Professor
Pham was really great at explaining difficult problems when you went and asked about them.

Professor Pham was willing to work with students and was always so happy to see you in class
or in his office hours.

Question: Opportunities for student involvement

We were often given time to work on problems by ourselves before he showed us the solution
or how to do it which | appreciated. This helped me stay involved and engaged in my learning.

Professor Pham is quite possibly the most invested professor when it comes to making friends
in his class. He actively encourages group work when going through problems, and will

personally help those who are less socially inclined integrate themselves into the workflow.

Professor Pham was really good at getting us to participate in class and to talk to those around
us.

Loves when students asks questions, very respectful.

The instructor encouraged participation in many ways, engaging the class into his teaching.

There was a good amount of homework for each lesson. | felt like the webassign usually
helped solidify the concepts and then the written homework helped you truly understand and
master the concepts.

He does a wonderful job of creating an intellectual need for the concepts we were learning.

Question: Responded to students respectfully
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Never makes anyone feel stupid for not understanding, and will always spend the time to
make sure a concept is explained throughly before moving on.

You could always feel how much Professor Pham loved seeing us in class and it was really nice
that he made a point to call us by our names when he could.

Understanding and polite with questions and concerns

The instructor is one of the most respectful people I"'ve ever met and it was never intimidating

to approach him about opinions, questions, or concerns.

very respectful and kind! great person

Professor Pham was so nice if you didn''t understand a concept and would work with you until

you understood the concepts.

Question: Spiritually strengthening

Professor Pham often shared a very short spiritual thought that was relevant and that always
helped set class off on the right foot.

he has. clear love for the gospel and connects it with math regularly

Uses gospel to help reinforce importance of education and math

I don'""t think I''ve ever had a professor work the gospel into a course more than this instructor.
He was able to apply so many gospel principles to a math class to the point where it was
impressive. | have never felt so spiritually strengthened in a class outside of religion.

Amazing spiritual thoughts. Actually helped me to understand concepts better.

starts out with a spiritual thought every day, loved it!

Professor Pham almost always started the class with a spiritual thought which was so
awesome. He also would tie a lot of the math concepts in with a spiritual thought or scripture
which was fun to see.

I loved that he shared parts of his conversion story and related math to the gospel!

Question: Intellectually enlarging

Encourages students to understand purpose behind studies

| feel like I have learned a lot in this class and most of it seems as if it will be used later on in my

career.

I learned so much in this class. This class was very challenging but very doable if you were
willing to learn and put the work in to learn.

Question: Character building

Respectful and polite
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This class has definitely challenged me and it has been a good challenge.

his personality simply inspires you to be a better person.

Professor Pham was always trying to get us to work with each other in and outside of class.

Having a study group was a saving grace for me and definitely helped me in this class.

Question: Leading to lifelong learning and service

Reinforces ideas of how important discipline and focus is

| feel that | am better prepared for the workplace and future learned because of this course.

Calc 3 is super applicable to life and I''m sure | will see these concepts come up again in the
future.  want to continue learning this kind of stuff if the professor is as good and caring as
Professor Pham.

Question: Hours spent out of class

this is a lot of time for a three-credit class

Very fair work-load expectation.

homework, studying for tests

Reasonable amount of study and homework required

Most of the time was spent doing homework assignments while the rest was spent studying for

midterms.

If there''s a test | study for about 9 hours in preperation

1hr per homework assignment

| probably spent 2 hours on each homework assignment and we usually had three
assignments due a week. | also usually went to Professor Pham''s office hours every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday because they were super helpful.

| think the time spent was about average for a difficult math class.

Question: Additional comments

I loved his course. He showed me what | truly value as a teacher, something that | previously
didn'"t know. He showed me that | would prefer a teacher that is caring, kind, and accessible,
then extremely effective at teaching. He shows his students and genuinely cares about their
success, he holds office hours every week, responds to emails, and even learns your name.
Although my test scores weren''t where | would''ve liked them, | feel | was given all the tools |
would need to succeed.

He is literally the best, my favorite professor I''ve had here.
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| really enjoyed Professor Pham! He always expressed gratitude for all of us being in class and
learned all of our names which helped me feel appreciated and seen.

He''s been the best math professor I''ve ever had. His teaching was phenomenal and he was so
willing to work with us as students.

Great professor, sometimes took questions at beginning of class that would waste time &
should have been saved for office hours although | do really appreciate how thoughtful it was!
Great professor, | really liked his tests - | felt like success was able to be reached and reflected
knowledge.

He is a great man who have a great love for the gospel and for math. very kind and excited
about his content

Professor Pham has been an awesome teacher this semester. A lot of these concepts are pretty
hard to understand and even though | am not the best at what | have learned | feel that he has
given reasonable explanations and tests based on what we have learned. He does not expect
ridiculous things from us and he encourages us to be better students and people. A very happy
and exciting teacher!

Dr. Pham has been super helpful with presenting material with a lot of explanation and
background for why things are the way that they are. He presents it in a very consumable way
and is very open to questions and helping students.

Thanks for all your hard work teaching us this semester!

Greatest math professor | have had

You can tell this professor cares about his students and know exactly what he is talking about.
The classroom atmosphere is one in which you can ask any question and feel okay about it.
Very comfortable learning environment and the professor does a good job at keeping a
positive attitude about everything.

Professor Pham is the best! | was surprised how to learn so many spiritual lessons while in a
calculus class. He always had a way to relate what we were learning to the gospel. It was so
peaceful to feel the spirit and get hope, especially when I struggled with the concepts.
Professor Pham was clearly knowledgeable in what he was teaching and it helped us all
understand it so much more. He was prepared and always kept track of what he taught and
assigned for homework. His tests made sure that we knew what was going on but he was very
good at preparing for them. | am grateful for my time of learning calculus in his class and |
hope | can have more classes with him in the future!

Is a great teacher and had office hours every day to give us a chance to ask questions. Very
focused on students'' success and could tell he cared a great deal for each of his students.

This class was really engaging and | really like Dr. Pham''s teaching style.

| was very sad to hear that Dr. Pham will only have one more semester at BYU. He is a
phenomenal teacher, excellent at answering questions, and incredibly fair. | am so grateful |
was able to take this class from him, especially comparing it to the experiences of my peers
from other professors. | understand the material incredibly well and am excited to come to
class.

I truly felt like he wanted me to learn and to do my best. | could tell that he cared for all of us
and truly was happy to be there. He created an environment that | wanted to be a part of.
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Professor Pham has been one of my favorite professors at BYU. He has the perfect personality
and attitude for a professor of this subject and is so kind and approachable. If  had one
suggestion, it would be to do more in-class examples for each topic. | felt lost most of the time
after class while attempting the homework assignments.

One thing to change is teaching to the homework a little bit better.

Professor Pham was AWESOME!! He gave great spiritual thoughts at the beginning of class and
explained the difficult concepts very clearly. | really looked forward to his class and
appreciated his lectures. He took time to learn everyone''s name and be personal with the

class. It was a great class!

As great as a teacher as he is, it"'s still really hard to understand him just because of his accent.
I wouldn''t recommend.

Very personable and has the best, most straightforward tests | have ever taken.

none

less proofs in class time, more problems doing them together as a class!

Professor Pham wrote his own tests and made sure it only covered concepts that we had
learned. His tests were super fair and he prepared us super well for them. I loved how he set up
this class. | think it was the perfect set up.

My favorite math professor | have ever had at BYU. He was so easy to talk to, and easy to
understand. Plus his class is set up to help you succeed and he wants us to succeed. He also
came to class happy everyday and it made me happier to be at school!



